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Io the Right Worſhipful 
ſhe M A Y O R, 
The Worſhipful . 

The JUSTICES, 


The ALDERMEN; 
AND 
Oo MMON- COUNCIL - MEN 
O F 


REAT TARMOUTH. 


GENTLEMEN, 1 
HE Reaſon of prefixing Nur 
* Fc Name to this Diſcourſe 1s, be- 
g | of cauſe it wants, not becauſe I 

bin i. deſerves your Patronage. 
What Merit it has, your Appro- 
in has given it. And thus, you have | 
fe it entirely your own; for your Requeſts ni 
Commands, and coming from You, are 
e to meet with Obedience from Me, 

A 3 = 


L 


DEDICATION. 


I heartily wiſh the Buent may anſwer m 
Deſign in r your Opinion upon hear. Wil 
ing, and your Defire to ous Taler. than bear WW 
it again. bl 


The firſt ae 5s yours, af your on 
Requeſt; and the ſecond, which is added! 
complete the 8 . offers itſelf fo you, d 
mine. © {90 7 

I hove mh e fr fay for Wy That the Pu 
ciple there po = whereſoever 1t prevail 
will at once happily govern the Counſels a 
Determinations of publick Bodies, and ti ( 
private Conduct of particular Per ons. 


T am, under a due Senſe of your man 


Favours, 
Your much Oblig'd 
Humble Servant, = 
T 
tog 
Tl 
months. | 3 a 
173. ; TxHo. Macht ar 


1 Co R. xii. 3; : 
ſhongh T beſtoa all my Goods to feed 
the Poor, and though I give my 
Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 


enk Words are taken out of the 
* comparative Part of that excel- 
f 7 lent and noble Deſcription which 
de Apoſtle hath given us of Cha- 
oe rity; the Perfection of all Vir- 
es, ſuperior to all ſupernatural Gifts, in 
ature of which, the Faith of a Chriſtian 
unacceptable, and Righteouſneſs. of Life 
together vain. => 
The Power of doing the greateſt and moſt 
oniſhing Miracles, the removing of Moun- 
uns; the moſt enlarg'd Abilities of Under- 
anding, the ſpeaking with the Tongues of 
len and of Angels, and having the Gift of Pro- 
ecy; the Perſeverance and Integrity held 
A 4 faſt 
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1 
faſt even unto Death, parting with Lie n. 
tber than with Faith, the giving our on 
Body to be burned; the largeſt Profuſion d 
_ _ Wealth, even to leaving oneſelf defſtitur 
giving all our (Goods to feed tbe Poor; i 
theſe Things are here ſuppos'd poſſible t 
ſubſiſt apart from a true Love of God, and (| 
Man for his Sake, and where they ever di 
or do, they are of no Account in God's Sigh 
and will avail nothing towards the obtainin 
His Approbation and Favour: Theſe, hon. 
ever excellent, and valuable Qualifications the 
might ſeem, if ſtrictly enquir'd into, wer 
very defective, and imperfe& ; lighter tha 
nothing and Vanity itſelf, if put into th 
Balance againſt true and real Charity, u 
which the Apoſtle attributes the Sum a 
Subſtance, the Life and Eſſence of Religion 
Ambition and Obſtinacy, Bigotry and &. 
perſtition have carried Men to great Length 
in renouncing Property, and even ſacrifciq 
Life; but tis Love or Benignity of Min 
that makes the Act virtuous and rewardabl 
in the Doer, and the want of This alone! 
enough to vitiate our very Alms, and eclipk 
the Glory of Martyrdom itſelf. 
Though I beftow all my Goods to feed itt 
| Poor, and though I give my Body to be burn 
2 have not Charity, it profiteth. me u. 
thing. 5 
In farther treating this Subject I {hl 
conſider, BUR D356 
Mu | Fin 
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EFF: | 
Firf, 'The Nature and Obligation, the 
Extent, and Excellency of Charity. 
Secondly, 1 3 (and the preſent 
Occaſion calls for ſuch an Enquiry) how 
the Church of Rome hath receiv d this 
Direction of the Apoſtle, and practis d 
this great Duty; whether ſhe hath ear- 
ly coveted this beſt Gift, and walked 

is moſt excellent Way. | | 


ne 
in 


159. 

The Notices and Judgment of Things, 
hich Man, confider'd as a rational Crea- 
ure, is, by the Strength and Direction of 
at Reaſon, able to. form, will thus far evi- 
ently convince every fair and impartial En- 
uirer, that mutual Benevolence, and a kind 
are and Concern for the Species, is the 


ithout which Society falls into Confuſion, 
e Order of Things is inverted, and the 
ood Man, who out of the good Treaſure of 
is Heart might bring forth good Things, 
ds of Kindneſs and Forbearance, delight- 
| to the Giver, and beneficial to the Re- 
ver, thus corrupted by Ill-nature, and 
oiſon d with the Defire of doing Miſchief, 
comes worſe than a Beaſt of Prey to his 


Firf,, Let us view the Nature and Obli- 
ation, the Extent and Excellency of Cha- 


£1 
IF»: . 


rimary Law of human Nature, and that, 


ellow-Creatures, ſuperior in Cunning and 
Fon, Watch- 


_ 


Pa 


Watchfulneſs of every Occaſion to do Ei 
tho not equal in Strength to the Lion th 
goeth about ſeeking whom he may deyour. 
Thus far natural Light inſtructs ho 
rational a Thing it is in itſelf, and how 2. 
ceptable to the Reflection of a Man's om 
Mind, to be ever exercis'd in the Perſa Au 
mance of humane and good-natur'd A; 
and wiſely chooſing the Character of Fri 
rather than Enemy to Mankind. Can a Mn 
bate his own Fleſh? is a Queſtion that cr. 
ries its own Anſwer in the ſtrongeſt and md 
pathetick Negative; And the Afirmatin 
would ſurely be the greateſt Abſurdity, th 
moſt falſe and malicious Repreſentation ( 
human Nature: Can a Man then hate hi 
Brother, who is in all things like unto Hin 
felf ? Can he injure the Community 0 
which he is a Member, and not hurt Hin}; 
ſelf, or propoſe Self-Eſcape and Safety wha 
the Deſtruction is general ? - 
This is a ſhort Sketch of the Nature and 
Obligation of this Duty, as it depends upn 
the Information of Reaſon, Man is, by ti 
Inclination and Opinion of his own Mind 
by the Good of Society, and his own pa- 
ticular Intereſt, which is inſeparable fruher 
that of the Whole, and proſpers or declins 
as the general Good does, and by Self- 
ſufficiency to attain Happineſs, determini 
to have kind and charitable Thoughts 0 
others, and to carry thoſe Thoughts int! 
5 | Action 


[-1 , P 
jon; to pity and ſet right every miſtaken 
other, to aſſiſt every indigent one, and 
ad of giving a bad Word, or doing a 
d Thing, to conſult and endeavour their 
efit in all poſſible Manner that is loving 
| courteous. - There is both Reaſon and 
auty ſufficient in this Repreſentation to 
vince and attract every unprejudiced Per- 
to the Adnyration and Practice of this 
e; but as the Apoſtle hath ſtated and 
forced it, the Deſcription cannot be more 
or more elegant. 

The Term Charity in the Text, is con- 
liſtinguiſh'd to what is commonly, and 
the reſtrain'd Acceptation of the Word, 
I'd Charity. As by that is meant Almſ- 
ing, or a ſeaſonable Relief of the Neceſ- 
ies of the Hungry, or Thirſty, or Sick, or 
Med, ſo by this is to be underſtood a 
rdial and effectual Love of Mankind, a 
ſpe&t for every one as a Brother, Fs" 
Peace with all Men, bearing with each 


. 
C2 


Wer in Gentleneſs, and forgiving in Sin- 
rity and Chearfulneſs; meaſuring the ſame 
egree of Liberty to others, which we ex- 


ct ourſelves in return, doing as we deſire 
ers ſhould do to us, depriving no Man 
Right to think, or a&, as the Condition, . 
ature, or Ability of Underſtanding require; 
a Word, avoiding every thing that breaks 
upon this Temper, whether it be an ill- 
tur d Cenſure, an unjuſt Denial, Clamour, 

or 
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12 1 
or Wrath, or ill Treatment, and expteſſt 
the moſt compaſſionate Feeling for huny 
Errors, and extenſive Benevolence to tr 
Fpecies, reſerving to every one, from a Wi 

 Influenc'd by a juſt Senſe of Things, t& 
true Principle of Duty, all Property fr 
_ inviolable. * 

This is the Charity that fu uffereth long, al 
is kind, that envieth . nor is puffed up, tld 
doth not behave it ſel unſeemly, rs not eafily in 
_ woked, thinkethno Evil, rejoiceth not in l. 
But rejoiceth i in the Truth, beareth all thing 

 beheveth all things, hopeth all things, endurd 
all things, and er which ſhall never fail. 

There is one Branch of this moſt exci 
tent Grace, to which the Apoſtle (by th 
Phraſe of the Text, — — great an 
fervent Zeal for the Faith) may ſeem u 
have an eſpecial View; this is Charity wit 
regard to the Opinions our Brother may har 
entertain'd in Matters of Faith or Duty, « 
Points of Religious Difpute. 

We are not more warm in the Purſuit d 
Honour, or Riches, or Pleaſure, than we 
are in the Maintenance of any thing wi 
apprehend to be Religious, and as fuch, wi * 
ſacred to be violated; in this good Cauk 
to be zealouſly affected is a Point of Reputs 
tion, as well as Duty. 

But the Hatred, and Vidonce: and Wrat: 
of Man will neither work the Righteouſn 1 
nor r advance the Honour of Gov. 


6 ] 


A rational Creature is in Duty ſo ſtrictly 


| things, and to hold faſt that which is good, 
at, to enjoin the Precept, and diſallow the 
ly proper Means of rationally complying 
ith it, is an Abſurdity not to be born, but 
that Charity which beareth all things, and 
oiceth not in ſuch Iniquity, and Milappre- 
nfion of Thin x | 43 
If a Brother , of applied himſelf to the 
iſcovery of Truth in all due manner as be- 
me him; if neither the Pride of Life, nor 
e Lufts of the Fleſh have hinder'd his Eyes 
om looking ſtrait forward; if he defires 


larity, nor has any ſecret Vice neceſſary 
be ſcreen d, to engage his maintaining an 
pinion he knows to be wrong ; and, if 
er all this Diligence and Impartiality, he 
ould miſs Truth, would it not be his Mis- 
tune rather than his Fault? Would he 
ſerve to be beaten with any Stripes? Or 
ay he not put in a full Claim to all For- 
arance and Pity, to all tender and mild 
Witrudtion, the moſt Chriſtian, and at the 


very ? 


d pardonable, I had almoſt faid, innocent, 
it would be, if it were (which is hard 


the 


zund, according to his Capacity, fo prove 


t to be thought wiſe by Affectation of Sin- 


i Time moſt effectual Method of Re- 
Where this is the Caſe, Error is pitiable 


en for a Man's ſelf to determine in all 


— — — — 
— ® * 
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the Circumſtances of his Search) ftrialyz 
voluntary. P bc 
Truth deſerves our beſt Affection, and: 
utmoſt Care, and if, in ſpite of theſe, 
err, and fix in a wrong Judgment, we f 
not find the Diſappointment fatal, nor ju 
incurr Cenſure and Puniſhment, © 

In every Caſe of a truly conſcienti 
Non-compliance with any eſtabliſh'd er 
ctrine, or Way of Worſhip, let Charity 
tercede, to have it favour'd with a Tu 

tion; that the ſincerely Erroneous may 
attack d and reduc'd by the Art of Pema. 
ſion; and the Power of Reaſon not viola 
and harden d by the Force of unmerciful 
cruel Treatment. And yet, Xa 

Even in the Judgment of Charity i! 
(take it in its full Extent and Latitude) i 
Manner of declining Truth, or maintain 
Error may be'/uch, (for Inſtance, when Hu 
treated with Rudeneſs and Drollery ) aer 
fall under the Cogniſance of the Civil P 
and juſtly merit a ſevere Animadvem ent 
from the Magiſtratè as the Guardian of f 
Honour of God, his Principal, and the pu 
lick Good of the People, who can ne 
be long either ſafe or happy, without 0 
Influence of Religion and moral Virtue ot 
their Conduct. It then degenerates, fraſen 
Miſapprehenſion and Defe& of Underſtant f ir 


ing, into Perverſeneſs of Will and _ Bo 
| ; ig e 


1 
Fom an ingenuous Search of Truth, into 
corn and Hatred of it, which are Works of 
be Fleſh, and may be reſtrain'd by ſuch 

ethods as are not. fitted to produce Con- 
iction and fincere Profeſſion. | 
But how far the Civil Magiſtrate may 
ink reaſonable or proper to interpoſe, is 
eft to his own Sentiments, who is to anſwer 
or the Truſt lodged in him. 

Let us put the Caſe in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
et us ſuppoſe Men to be (as_many are) 

o real Scruple of Conſcience, or (as 
nany other) thro' Neglect, Prejudice, or 
Pafſion, in a wrong Way of Thinking or 
Acting in their religious Capacity; and then 
xamine what are the Directions which 
briſtianity affords us, to convert a Sinner 
rom the Error of his Way. 

There is a Precedent in this Kind of too 
huch Authority to be oppos'd, and what 
very one, who not only calleth Him Lord, 
ut doth as He ſaith, will think his Duty to 
onform to, as 'tis undoubtedly his Scandal 
nd his Crime to depart from. | 

The Merciful and Holy Jeſus behaved 
oward the Samaritans far differently to 
what thoſe both give and receive from one 
nother, who, under the ſolemn Engage- 
nent and Profeſſion of Brethren, and Hope 

f inheriting the ſame Promiſes, are too often 
und beating, and wounding, and deyour- 
bg each other. Sy 

The 


. © 


[16 ] 
The Refuſal of the Samaritans to fi. 
niſh Him and his Diſciples with the ord; 
nary Conveniences and Refreſhments of Lit 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe his Fay 
das as though he would go to Feruſalem, (the 
Place whither all the then Worſhippers d 
the true Gop were bound to repair) vn 
an Affront and Indignity, which the Auth 
of the Goſpel of Peace would not reſent in 
fo ſevere and terrible a Manner, as that d 
calling down Fire from Heaven. 
The Samaritans were undoubtedly wrong 
and ſuperſtitious, and even idolatrous (x 
the learned Mr. Mede thinks) in their Ma 
ner of -Werſhip, and treated that very Per 
fon moſt unworthily, who came to enlighta 
an ignorant World, and explain to Mea 
what Go p was, and what was the true, ſp- 
ritual Worſhip which He requires, and vil 
accept at our Hands: Vet, neither could 
this their indecent Uſage of Him and them, 
nor Zeal for his own excellent Defign, cary 
him out of Character, to deſtroy Mens Liv, 
when the gracious Purpoſe- of his Miſſa 
yas to. ſave them, _. | 
Two of his Diſciples, the Sons of T hundr, 
were immediately for calling down Lightning 
to conſume the inhoſpitable Village and it 
Inhabitants: They were probably not fu 
from the Place where * Elijab had twice 


* 2 Kings i. 10, 11, 12. Wo; © 
| | roug 


[12 ] 

ought down Fire from Heaven on Ning 
lhaziah's Captains, and their Fifties, and 
is might enflame them with a Defire to 
ke it again remarkable for Judgment and 

ry Indignation. i 
Bur He who was Meekneſs itſelf, on this 
Occaſion, and at ſuch their Suggeſtion, re- 
duk d them in Severity, * Ye know not what 
nner of Spirit ye are of: Ye do not rightly 
onſider, or reſolve upon the Matter, in a 
Manner ſuitable to the mild and affectionate 
Diſpoſition of the Goſpel of Peace and Love, 
hich I came to declare, and ye are to pro- 
agate and diffuſe throughout the Earth. 
This Diſpenſation of mine is intended for 
Seaſon of Goodneſs and Mercy, Long- 
ffering and Forbearance ; there is a Time 
come, when Sinners ſhall be ripe for 
udgment : Now the Son of Man came not 
Power, but in Humiliation, not in the 
lory of the Father, but in the Frailty and 
eakneſs of the human Nature, not to 
dge, but to ſave: Hereafter He ſhall ap- 
ear as mighty to puniſh, as He is now to 
jardon, coming in flaming Fire, to take Ven- 
„ ance on them who know not God, and have 

believed and obeyed the Truth. 
This fingle Inſtance, ſo appoſite to this 
pecies of Charity, deſerves the Attention, 
n requires the Obedience of every Church, 
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. 
and every Chriſtian, and may fully fatigh 
us, how wrong and cruel our great Maſe 
thought it, to attempt the converting, a 
reducing Men from Error to the Acknoy. 


ledgment of the Truth, by any other th 


ſprritual Weapons, the Arguments and n. 
tional Evidence of Gentleneſs and Perſus 
ſion, Admonition and Reproof, ſetting Truth 
and Error before them as Moſes did Lf 


and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing before ti 


Iſraelites, and then leaving it to the fie 
Determination of the Mind, under a fil 
Apprehenſion of the Difference, to choc 
the Good, and refuſe the Evil. 

In this Way and Method, our dear Lirl 
acting in the Capacity of a Prophet or Teachn 
come from God, began to make Proelyts, 


and gain Men over to his Religion : It 


offer'd no kind of Force or Violence to con- 
pel them, but propos d it to their Confide 
ration or Choice, inviting them Zo come um 
Him, and follow Him, with full Purpoſe d 
Heart and Aſſurance of the Truth. 

As He offer d no worldly Advantage u 
tempt and entice them, (for that had be 
directly oppoſite to the Nature of his Kin 
dom, which is ſpiritual and not of this Mor 


fo He uſed no kind of outward Terror, 0 


Torture to awe them into a Compliance: 
All fuch Ways were contrary to the Natur 
of Man, to the Nature of all Religion, and 
eſpecially his own, which ſuits its Arg 

3 mel 


. 
ents to the Minds and Conſciences of Men, 
ith a pure Deſign to make them fincere 
onverts, not formal Hypocrites; and His 
eigion in Subſtance and Deſign is ſtil 
je lame, and muſt ever continue ſo, in our 
houghts, and in our Practice, to make us 
e Diſciples and Followers of Him, ſuch as 

e will own and reward in the laſt Day. | 


t Whatever Wood, Hay, or Stubble Men 
ay lay upon the old Foundation, what- 
1 er wrong and unworthy Notions may, by 


man Device, be blended into Religion, 
d taken for a Part of it, 7he/e cannot pro- 
when that which is greater than Faith 
Hope is excluded, and hath no Share in 
dyſtem given of it. The Religion from 
we is pure and peaceable; the Gradation 
Chriſtian Virtues is conſummated in bro- 
rly Kindneſs and Charity. *. He that ſaith, 
is in the Light, or underſtandeth what 
gion is, and hateth his Brother, is in 

rineſs, and deceiveth himſelf, even until 
True Prety and Charity are inſeparable, 
breoujneſs and Mercy, Truth and Peace 
ſt dwell together, to fulfil the whole of 
Chriſtian Law, of loving, God and our 
Thbour. | 

t. Paul was a warm and impetuous Zealot 


” ler the Rigor of the Law, but from being 
in erſecutor and injurious, by the Spirit of 
r * 1 John i. 9. 


B 2 the 


| [ 20 J 
the Goſpel was ſoften d and form'd into Mil 
neſs and Candour : Then he became i 
greateſt Advocate and the faireſt Pattern 
Zeal and Charity duely temper'd, ſanctifſi 
and quickening each other; and this I 
mony of Affection for Truth and for Men: 
ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary, that (in the Juk 
ment of Him, who had the Spirit of God) i 
our Pretenſions to Zeal, how powerful foe 
it might appear in every Act of Self dei 
and Suffering, are declar d and will be fou 
to profit us nothing, if we have not Chari 
Our earneſt Contention for the Faith > 
then only terminate in the Glory of Gu 


and redound to our Benefit, when tis ace 
panied with Good-will towards Men. on 
1 | * 

I proceed now, | 5 
Secondly, To enquire (the proper Sui b. 
of this Day's Enquiry) how the Chur ff! 
Rome hath receiv'd this Doctrine of our p. 
ſtle, and practis d this great Duty; whetMice 
ſhe hath earneſtly coveted this beſt Gift, Ieh 
walk'd in this moſt excellent Way. eir 
Tis ſuppos d that a Man may voluntuſ hat 
give his Body to be burned, and yet not ing 
Charity in the Deſign of ſo doing; and {der 
certain they can have none, who 91/"ſþg, 


» 
force others, contrary to their firm Pcrione, 
fion, either to renounce the Truth, r Re 
dure the Flames: But, where it has previ rear 
and operated in Conjunction with 10 hich 

; 


[ 21 ] 
ocence and the Grace of Gop, the Cru- 
ty of the Tormentor has been outdone by 
e Charity of the Martyr, forgiving and 
raying for him. Tis the Efficacy and un- 
lenting Virtue of it, that makes it ſo excel-. 
nt and valuable: But J am now to con- 
der the State of them that have it nor, 
r have not exercis'd it in Matters of reli- 
ious Difference; where the Neglect or 
ant of it, or acting in direct Oppoſition 
> it, muſt fall heavy to accuſe and con- 
emn their Conduct, in Proportion to the 
xcellent Nature, and neceſſary Obligation of 
e Duty. | | 
They, the Rulers at leaſt of the Romiſb 
ommunion, have ated ſo much like the 
fews, in conſpiring againſt Proteſtants, as 
ey did againſt Paul to ſlay him when a 
brifttan, fancied it to be ſo eſſential a Point 
Religion to extirpate Hereticks, in order 
d promote the Glory of God, and the Ser- 
ice of Mother Church, that we may more - 
tely truſt this Point to be determin'd by 
eir own Hiſtorians, and fit eaſy under 
hat they relate, than run the Riſque of 
ing tax d with Uncharitableneſs (the Cha- 
iter forbidden by the Text) in repreſent- 
g, tho' truly and fairly, what has been 
one, 

Religion has receiv'd much the fame 
"og ſeatment from the Members of that Church, 
Which Mankind hath done from a Perſon 
: B 3 | wha. 


* . 
who * wanted neither Cunning nor Abilita c 
nothing but Good- nature and Charity. p 
He pictur'd Mankind as falſe and cru d 


void of Confidence, and full of Jealouj, 
naturally and mutually deſiring each other 
Deſtruction, and lying in wait in ſecret Placa 
ſeeking whom they might devour, _ 
The Church of Rome has much in th 
fame Manner miſrepreſented Chriſtian Mar 
_ ligion; ſo that upon a View of the TyramMIN 
which it exerciſes over the Souls and Bodig by 
of Men, and its rigid Demands to diveſt our. Wot 
ſelves of Humanity, to do God Service, and 
become true Sons of the Church, it may 
without Breach of Charity, be aſk'd, Is thi 
the Goſpel of Peace? Can Chriſtianity ber 
to be propagated and maintain'd at the Ex 
pence of Charity and Compaſſion, the ver 
Eſſence and Perfection of it? Is this fur 
and undefiled Religion, which has been 
deeply imbrued in the Blood of the Inno- 7 
cent? Is it not rather a Religion that me 
a Sword on Earth, whence Wars and Figl. me 
ings come as naturally, as from the Luft dH 
Ambition and Avarice ? | | 
The Precepts of the Goſpel run all on: 
Way, to make us tender of the · Lives and 
Intereſts of Men, to try all mild and e De 
dearing Methods with the Sinful and EH fin 
' neous, to exert our beſt Endeavours wid i 


Mr. Hobbes. Chari 
| warm 
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Charity and Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and to 
put up our Prayers to the Gop of Love for 
their Converſion and Eſtabliſhment in the 
Truth. 75 | coor 

This pure Doctrine was not at firſt plant- 
ed by Force and Violence, nor can it ever 
want to be ſo defended ; by its own native 
Luſtre and Beauty it pervaded all Regions, 
and captivated the Hearts of Men of all 
Nations under Heaven, and will ſtill prevail 
by the kind and condeſcending Deportment 
of its Profeſſors and Well-wiſhers; and what - 
ever Notes and Characters have been given 
of a true Church, the Want of Charity is 
an infallible Sign, that tis not ſound in its 
Vitals, 2 7 | 

Nothing can be fairly alledg'd from holy - 
Writ to juſtify or extenuate the Guilt and 
Abomination of a perſecuting Spirit. 

The Phraſe in the Parable, * Compel them 
to come in, can by no juſt Rule of Conſtruction 
mean any thing more than Dint of Argu- 
ment and Importunity of Addreſs, unleſs we 
would ſet the Doctrine of Chriſt at variance 

ith his Practice. FED | | | 
The Diſcipline of a Church is warranted 
y divine Precept, to be exercis'd & for the 
Deſtruttion of the Fleſh, (7. e.) to reform the 
ſinful Luſts of it, that the Spirit may be ſaved 
in the Day of the Lord; but not to the taking 


* Luke xiv, 23, 


a 
away of natural Life, which is to ſend Men 
down quick into Hell, inſtead of :nftru#iy 
them in Meekneſs that oppoſe themſelves &, and 
waiting G o D's 'own Time, if peradventur: 
He will give them Grace to the acknowledgin 
of the Truth. RN fg 4.5 

The Expulſion and utter Exciſion of the 
idolatrous Nations by Iſrael, the People if 
God, had been outragiouſly unjuſt, and be. 
tray'd the utmoſt Cruelty of Perſecution, had 
| they not receiv'd an expreſs Commiſſion from 
the God of Heaven for ſo doing ; had they 
not been made (which was the Truth of the 
Caſe) Inſtruments in G © »'s Hands, to exe. 
cute His juſt Wrath and Vengeance upa 
them, who knew, and who only could fore- 
know them to be incorrigible, by all th: 
Methods of Lenity and Forbearance. 

No Man, no Church hath this Knowledge, 

or Right to judge others, and devote thema 
Veſſels fitted to Deſtruction. 
They then who have this bitter Zeal and 
Cruelty of Heart and Hand, however they 
may boaſt, will be found Liars againſt the 
Truth; This Wiſdom deſcendeth not from abort, 
but ('tis the Charity of an Apoſtle) is earth), 
fenſual, deviliſh: Tis (as a & Great and Good 
Man hath compar'd it) like the Fire of Hel 
all Heat and no Light, 


2 Tim. i. 25. 8 Archbp. Tillotſon. 
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„ „„ So 
A Religion without Good-nature is worſe 
than no Religion at all, is mere Popery: And 
ſhall we not rather be honeſt Heathens, and 
preſerve our Humanity? But, | 

I muſt recall the Aſſertion of the Text, 
not only into Memory, but carry it alſo into 
Practice ; for tho' the Matter of our double 
Deliverance on this Day, one from ſecret 
Villainy, the other from open Invaſion upon 
every thing dear, both Religious and Civil, 
demands the Zeal of a Proteſtant, and the 
Reſentment of an Ergh/hman, yet if I have 
not Charity, I am nothing, my Religion is 
vain. We have departed from Rome, mere- 
ly to preſerve the Simplicity and Purity of 
Cbriſtian Doctrine and Worſhip, the moſt 
valuable Bleſſing we do, or can enjoy; and 
to the Honour of the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
under all the Provocation we have receiv'd, 
(as great as Cruelty could tempt them to 
give, or Chriſtianity diſpoſe us to bear) ſuch - 
is our Regard to the Judgment of Charity, 
that we allow to them (what they peremp- 
torily deny us) a Poſſibility of Salvation. 

But the Duty more ſuitable to our Deli- 
verance, and a Sacrifice more acceptable to 
Him, by whoſe ſtretch'd-out Arm we were 
reſcued, is, the Return of a joyful Heart, and 
thankful Lips, and virtuous Life. 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy Name be the Praiſe, for thy Truth's 
lake, and becauſe Thou hadſt a Favour unto 

us. 


[26] 
us. Continue, O Gop, thy Loving-kindd 
neſs to us. Preſerve the King from all ſecret! 


Evil and open Violence; Give him the 
Hearts of all his People, and bow down bed 
fore him the Necks of his Enemies; l 
| them be cloathed with Shame and Confuſion 
but upon Himſelf and his Royal Poſterity le 
the Crown for ever flouriſh. Amen. | 


